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2025 FIELD DAY 

Balmoral Breeders 
Merino Sire Evaluation  

Results Booklet 
 

2023 and 2024 Drops 
 

Balmoral Site Breeding Objective 

The goal is to select sheep that are productive and well grown, with sound conformation and carrying heavy 
fine wool fleeces of good character, colour and nourishment suitable for the western Victorian environment. 
Fertility and reproduction are also a focus in selection. 

Results 
This booklet gives the results for the 2023 and 2024 sires entered into the trials at Warooka. Assessments 
are undertaken at particular age stages for a variety of traits. Explanations of these stages and traits are 

listed below.  

Hogget assessments of the 2023 drop were completed at 18 months of age and 11 months of wool growth, 
with the wethers being shorn at the same time. The ewe portion will be shorn after the field day.  

Post Weaning assessments of the 2024 drop were completed at 7 months of age and 7 months of wool 
growth. Both the ewes and wethers will be shorn after the field day

Age at Assessment 

M = Marking                        - 14 to 39 days 
W = Weaning  - 40 to 149 days 
P = Post Weaning  - 150 to 299 days 

Y = Yearling - 300 to 449 days  
H = Hogget - 450 to 659 days  
A = Adult - 660 days or older 

Wool & Carcase Traits: Abbreviation, trait and the (units reported) 

GFW:     Greasy fleece weight (kg/%) 
CFW:     Clean fleece weight (kg/%) 
FD: Average fibre diameter (um) 
FDCV: Fibre diameter coefficient of variation (%)   
 

WT: Body weight (kg) 
EMD:  Eye muscle depth (mm) at the ‘C’ site  
FAT:  Fat depth (mm) at the ‘C’ site 

Visual Traits: Based on the Visual Sheep Scores Publication 

BRWR:  Breech Wrinkle 
BCOV:  Breech Cover 
FLROT:  Fleece Rot 
COL:  Wool Colour 
CHAR:  Wool Character 
DUST:    Dust Penetration 
FACE:  Face Cover     

DAG:        Dag 
URINE:         Urine Stain 
BDWR:         Body Wrinkle 
 HOCK:         Hocks  
 FLEGS:        Front Legs 
 FTOES:        Front Toes 
 BTOES:        Back Toes 
 PASTERN:   Pasterns 

Trait Leaders: 

The highest performing 3 (or more if equal) sires for each trait (trait leaders) are highlighted by shading. 
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